IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a router having a first interface for coupling to one or more computers located in a private 
home network, the router configured to perform address translation on packets exchanged 
between the computers located in the private home network and a wide area network; 

one or more appliances coupled to the router independently of the computers; 

the router configured to send one or more communications over the wide area network 
for logging into an instant messenger application as a client in response to receiving an event 
signal from one of the appliances and independently of the operational status of the computers; 

the router configured to notify a user of the event signal using the instant messenger 
application; and 

the router configured to control the appliance that sent the event signal according to a 
message generated by the user and received from the instant messenger application over the wide 
area network. 

A method fo r interfaci ng with a home automation system using a router co mprising: 

receiving a control signal from an instant messenger application, the control signal 
rec e i ved by the router via a communicati o ns n et work, wherein the trans mission of the control 
s ignal is Tnitiated by the instant messeng e r application; 

tra nsmitting the control signal to at least one appliance to control the appliance in 
acc o rdance with the control signal; and 

transmitting a reply to the instant messenger application regarding a status of the 
appliance. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a home automation system interface coupled to the router over a second interface of the 
router that is separate from the first interface; and 

the router configured to transmit a control signal to the home automation system for 
controlling the appliance that sent the event signal. 

The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
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transmittin g the control signal to the appliance in accordance with a standardized home 
automation interface. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

the router configured to establish a security policy for creating a firewall between the 

private home network and the wide area network; 

wherein the security policy is configured to allow the user to monitor and control the 

appliances from an endpoint located remotely with respect to the private home network- 
interfacing with the appli a n ce via-a-home auto mation system interface unit configured to 

control a plurality o f applianc es, the interface conducted in accordance wi t h a sta nda r d i z ed h o me 

automation interface. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 wherein the router controls a light 
fixture, a thermostat, an alarm system or a sprinkler system according to the message received 
from the instant messenger application the home automation system interfa ce unit i s -a 
t ransceiver configured to control the plurality of appliances . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the router appears as an 
instant messenger friend on a graphical display on a remote endpoint for the user after the router 
logs into the instant messenger application further comprising: 

logging onto an i ns t ant messenger server; and 

functioning as an inst ant messenger client to receive the contr o l signal . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the router is further 
configured to interpret pseudo-English commands included in the message received from the 
instant messenger application for controlling the appliance that sent the event signal according to 
the pseudo-English commands further comprising; 

receiving an event sign al from t he appliance; and 

t ra nsmittin g a message to the instant messenger application regar di ng t he event signal 
from the a ppliance. 
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7. (Cancelled) 



8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a first interface coupled to one or more computers located in a first home network; 
a second interface for coupling to at least one appliance located in a home associated with 
the first home network; 

one or more processors; and 

a memory coupled to the processors comprising instructions executable by the 
processors, the processors operable when executing the instructions to: 

forward communications between the first home network and a second network to 
provide the computers that are located in the first home network with access to the second 
network; 

send signaling messages over the second network for logging into an instant messenger 
application regardless of whether the computers are powered on and in response to receiving an 
event signal received over the second interface; 

send one or more outgoing instant messages over the second network to notify a user of 
the event signal using the instant messenger application; and 

control the appliance through the second interface according to one or more incoming 
instant messages received over the second network, 

A router for interfacing w ith a hom e automation system via a communications network, 

a network in terface fo r communicating with a communications network; 

a home aut o mation system interface for communicating with a home automation system; 

a computer system for executing computer readable code, the computer system having a 
processor coupled to a memory, the memory having computer readable code which when 
executed by the processor causes the router to imple ment a method comprising ^ 

receiving control signals from an instant messenger a pplicatio n, the control signal 
received by the rou ter via the network interface, w h e rein th e transmission of the c ontr o l signal is 
initiated by the instant messenger application; 



Docket No. 2705-707 



Page 4 of 10 



Application No. 10/040,699 



transmitting the control signal to at least one appliance in accordance with the control 
signal, the control signa l tran smitted to the appli a nce via th e-he me automation system interface; 

transmittin g a reply to the instant messenger application regarding a sta t us of t he 
appliance. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the processors are 
further operable to transmit ro uter of Claim 8 wherein the method further comprises: 

tr ansmitting the control signal to the appliance in accordance with a standardized home 
automation protocol interface . 

10. (Currently Amended) The ap paratus of claim 8 wherein the processors are 
further operable to interface router of Claim 8 wherein the method further comprises; 

interfacing with the appliance via a home automation system interface unit configured to 
control the appliance a plurality of applianc es, the interfacing conducted in accordance with a 
standardized home automation protocol interface . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus router of claim 1 0 wherein the home 
automation system interface unit is a transceiver configured to control the appliance plurality of 

12-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus router of claim 8 wherein the processors are 

further operable to method further comprises : 

maintaining maintain a firewall between the first and second networks in the r o uter ; and 
trans mitting transmit the outgoing messages a message to the instant messenger 

application through the firewall waff. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A ro uter for i nterfacing with a home automation system 
comprising: 

means for transferring communications between a first network and a second network to 

provide one or more computers located in the first network with access to the second network; 

means for logging into an instant messenger application server by sending login messages 

over the second network independently of the computers; and 

means for controlling an appliance according to incoming messages received over the 

second network and generated by a user in communication with the instant messenger 

application server- 
means for receiving a control sig nal fr om an instant messenger application, the control 

signal received by the router via a communications network, wherein t he transmission of the 

means for transmitting th e-eetrtrel signal t o at least one appliance to control the appliance 
in accordance with the con tr o l signal; and 

means for tra n sm itting a reply to the insta nt messenger application regardin g a status of 
t h e appliance. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The system router of claim 1 5 wherein the means for 
controlling the appliance control si gnal- transmitting means is configured to transmit a [[the]] 
control signal to the appliance in accordance with a standardized home automation interface. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system router of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
means for interfacing with the appliance via a home automation system interface unit 

configured to control a plurality of appliances, the interfacing means compatible with a 
standardized home automation interface. 



1 8. (Currently Amended) The system router of claim 1 7 wherein the home 
automation system interface unit is a transceiver configured to control the plurality of appliances. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The system router of claim 15 [[of]] further comprising: 
means for logging onto an instant m e ssenger server; and 

means of functioning as an instant messenger client of the instant messaging server to 
receive the incoming messages control signal . 



20-21. (Cancelled) 



22. (Currently Amended) The system router- of claim 1 5 wherein the 
communications second network is the Internet. 



23. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

transferring communications between a first network and a second network to provide 
one or more computers located in the first network with access to the second network; 

sending login messages over the second network to an instant messenger application 
server, said sending of the login messages occurring independently of the computers; 

controlling an appliance independently of the computers according to one or more 
incoming messages received over the second network. 

A computer readable media having computer readable code which when ex ecuted by a 
processor of a router causes the route r to implement a method of interfacing with a home 
automation system via a commun icatio ns network, comprising : 

receiving a control signal from an instant messenger application, the control signal 
received by the router via a co m mun ic ations network, wherein the transmission of the control 
signal is initiated by the instant messenger application; 

transmitting the control signal to at least one appliance to control the appliance in 
accordance with the control signal; an d 

t ransmittin g a reply to the instant messenger application regarding a status of the 
appliance. 
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24. (Currently Amended) The method comput er readable media of claim 23 further 
comprising: 

transmitting the control signal to the appliance in accordance with controlling the 
appliance through a standardized home automation interface. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method computer readable media of claim 23 further 
comprising: 

interfacing with the appliance via a home automation system interface unit configured to 
control a plurality of appliances, the interfacing conducted in accordance with a standardized 
home automation interface. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method computer readable media of claim 25 wherein 
the home automation system interface unit is a transceiver configured to control the plurality of 
appliances. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method computer readable media a of claim 23 
further comprising: 

logging onto the instant messaging application server an instant m essenger-server; and 
functioning as an instant messenger client to receive the incoming messages control 

28-29. (Cancelled) 
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